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BATTLE REPORT (CBT001): 	“JERICHO ROAD”





REPORTING UNIT:		Captain Shamar





Luck was not with us on this day or so it seemed, having originally set off on the mission with 4 tank companies only 8 tanks have actually made it to within sight of our objective. I called a halt to the column and surveyed the ground ahead. 1000mtrs to the Jericho-Jerusalem road and 800mtres to the small hill which would form are battle position. The morning sun was slowly rising and only the throb of my Sherman’s diesels disturbed the natural peace and quiet. I dismounted and called the vehicle commanders over to brief them on the upcoming move and to form a battle force out of the various mixed elements. I placed the 3 Sherman  M51’s  under command of Shamer Yizhak's Bravo troop with my self working along with his Bravo 1 call sign. The 4 Centurions would be commanded by Segen Dayan as Charlie troop. My overall plan was to secure the hill with Bravo Troop and use Charlie as flank protection and reserve. As I was laying out the basic plan my loader jumped of the tank and pointed to a large cloud to the North of the road. It seemed the Jordanians weren’t going to wait for me to get comfortable, how very inconsiderate of them; it would be a race then! We quickly remounted are vehicles and headed North at best speed along the old Trail.





Turn 1 – 0902hrs





The ad-hoc company formed a column and pushed North up the old road at best speed, Bravo 1 my wingman took point while Shamer Yizhak in his Bravo 0 call sign pushed slightly North East to give a minimal flank protection.





Turn 2 - 0905hrs





We continued are march along the old road closing quickly on the small hill, Bravo 0 was already climbing the southern slope to try and get eyes on the dust sighting, while the remainder of the column snaked along the western flank of the hill.























Turn 2 (continued)





Suddenly my headset crackled with the excited chatter of the lead call sign,





HELLO 0 THIS IS BRAVO 1 CONTACT! As at 0906hrs 2 times M47’s 400 metres north of my call sign moving west along the main highway, I am engaging… WAIT OUT.





At the same time Bravo zero had reached the summit and also reported that he was engaging the same contact.





The initial Bang from Bravo 1 as he fired at the broadside M47’s was quite a shock, it made me realise suddenly that the battle was on, and I wasn’t in the position I wanted to be. Another flash from the hill signalled Bravo 0 had also joined the engagement. Within 28 seconds of the initial contact report I had confirmations from both call signs that the enemy tanks had been destroyed. Although Bravo 1 had taken 3 shots to hit his target, it seemed the Jordanian crews were too shocked to return fire.





Turn 3 – 0908hrs





At this stage, although we were already in contact I did not have any idea of the enemy force size, so I chose to stick to my original plan. The column split as per my instructions with Charlie Troop pushing East along the southern edge of the hill to try and get in to a flanking position. 





Bravo 0 had begun nudging forward to find better ground on the hill when an M47 appeared out of the woods directly to his East. Segen Yizhak thought his life was over, he was broadside on to an enemy tank 150mtrs away and his turret faced the wrong direction. From the great elation of his first successful engagement to stomach churning fear of imminent death in a matter of heartbeats. All his training meant nothing in this situation, all he could see was the dark muzzle of the enemy tanks 90mm gun. A bright flash temporarily blinded him, and he closed eyes tightly awaiting the impact of the oncoming projectile. Seconds past, even though it felt like hours but nothing happened, no jarring impact, no fiery death, he was alive the enemy had missed, he still had a chance. He gave the fire order and watch helpless knowing that the turret would take too long to traverse onto the enemy tank before it fired again. SMOKE! The thought was like a lighting bolt and instinctively he hit the smoke launchers. The grey cloud engulfed his vehicle in seconds giving him a another chance at survival, he immediately had his driver reverse to his previous fire position while his gunner scanned the dense smoke cloud hoping the enemy tank commander would be stupid enough to continue through it.





Bravo 2 was adjusting NW to find some cover in a group of trees, but came under fire while transiting the open ground, 2 near misses forced him to swing his hull hard north and return fire. I could see that he was badly exposed so I adjusted my position to get eyes on to his target the ensuing gun battle between the Jordanian and Bravo 2 was inconclusive with both crews having missed their targets on several engagements, but this enabled me to get into a relatively good hull down fire position. My gunner unlike Bravo 2 had plenty of time to get a correct lay onto Bravo 2’s target and destroyed it with the first round.


I scanned the frontal arc and finding no further threats sent a SITREP to HQ.





HELLO 0 THIS IS A0 SITREP as at 0911hrs This Call sign has reached the area of Objective 1; we have engaged and destroyed 3 times M47s that were moving West along the MSR. A further sighting of 3 M47, s has been reported north of the hill by my Bravo 0 call sign. I am adjusting to consolidate my position, no casualties, OUT!





Turn 4 – 0913hrs





I looked East from my position to see Charlie 0 moving up the hill to assist the beleaguered Bravo 0. As he reached the top 3 M47's came out of the smoke 150mtres in front of Bravo 0. The hill erupted in blinding 
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Turn 4 (continued)





Flashes, dust and noise as 5 tanks opened fire simultaneously. When the dust cleared I could see 1 of the M47s burning away furiously, an excellent shot by the gunner of Charlie 0. The Jordanian gunners seemed to be panicking and the rounds were landing well off target giving Charlie 0 a chance top brew up another M47, 2 rounds, 2 kills a very good gunner. Bravo 0 was not having much luck and must have been hit as his gun barrel seem to have an unnatural kink in it. It’s amazing how fast thoughts go in and out of your head during battle. Here I am trying to control the chaos of this engagement yet my thoughts stray to transferring Charlie 0’s gunner to my own call sign after the battle, I am sure Segen Dayan would not thank me for that.





My stray thoughts are interrupted by a stream of contact reports from the remainder of Charlie troop now positioned on the south eastern edge of the hill covering the flank. They have engaged a further 3 M47’s destroying 1 while the remaining 2 have moved into the cover of the woods to the East.





Charlie 1 in his eagerness to get to grips with the enemy started nudging through the woods near the last sighting. As he came around a small tree-line his centurion was hit on the Turret by an emerging M47. Lucky for him the round didn’t penetrate. The Jordanian was not as lucky as Both Charlie 2 and 3 sent rounds into him blowing the turret clean off and leaving a burning hulk of molten metal in its place.





The 3 tanks of Charlie troop report they are now firm covering North-East.





Meanwhile Bravo 1 has appeared on my Western flank heading towards objective 2 in the abandoned settlement. I jockey my position so that I can provide better cover, and then send a further sitrep.





HELLO 0 THIS IS A0 SITREP as at 0915hrs This Call sign has secured the area of Objective 1 and Objective 2; we are still heavily engaged with Jordanian armour having destroyed a total of 8 M47’s, no casualties, OUT!





Turn 5 – 0916hrs





Now that we have secured Objective 2, I move forward some 50 metres short of the MSR with my wingman. As we pull into a small copse my loader spots another M47 emerging from the smoke of the wreckage on the road. “Heat tank on”! I shout and lay the gun in the general direction from here my gunner lays centrally on to the target, and with a resounding “Firing” he squeezes the trigger, the resulting flash as the M47 bursts into flames warms my heart and I smile at the turn of events from such an unlucky start. The shockwave from Bravo 1 firing rouses me from my contemplation, I scan the area to see what he is engaging and notice a halftrack burning in the smoke, infantry are crawling from the wreckage and we both engage them before they can bring hand held weapons in to play.





Charlie 0 and Bravo 0 are also having problems with infantry. A halftrack appeared in the smoke 50 metres in front of Charlie 0 whose gunner ever alert immediately fired at the large target. Both he and the commander stared in amazement as the 105mm heat round bounced harmlessly of the thin M3 armour. The Jordanian infantry praised Allah for this miracle and scrambled out of the vehicle only to be cut down by the machine guns from Bravo 0, who although saddled with a malfunctioned main armament was by no means out of the fight. As Charlie 0’s gunner re-layed on the halftrack for a second shot, a loud clanging impact on the front of Bravo 0 indicates that another more dangerous adversary is near by. Segen Dayan quickly looked to his left, pleasantly surprised to find Bravo 0 still in one piece; he then quickly lays the gunner onto the last position of the flash in the smoke. His gunner can barely make out a dark silhouette in the smoke but fires anyway. A loud explosion sounds the death knell of another M47! Smiling happily Segen Dayan returns to his previous engagement, the Jordanian halftrack swerves madly to escape and it takes another 2 rounds from Charlie 0 to hit it.
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Turn 5 (continued)





The remainder of Charlie troop had also been busy having destroyed two more halftracks and the other M47 that had disappeared earlier.





I surveyed the battlefield things seemed to have quieted down the occasional chatter of machine gun fire and the popping and crackling of burning vehicles the only indication of an enemy presence, but I was still unaware of the enemy force size so I called for individual sitreps. I sent a consolidated sitrep to HQ.





HELLO 0 THIS IS A0 SITREP as at 0918hrs This Call sign remains in its last position, 11 x M47’s destroyed, 4  x M3 halftracks, 4 Infantry squads, no further enemy seen, covering arcs West through to East no casualties, OUT!








TURN 5 GAME ENDS





Decisive Victory:	Jordan (0pt)	Israel (2212pts)





SYNOPSIS





I enjoyed this battle very much, although it may seem that I achieved an easy victory having sustained only a damaged gun, I count myself very lucky. Bravo 0 was hit no less than 3 times at less than 200metres, once on the hull side were the armour is very weak yet it survived. Both Bravo 2 and Charlie 1 were caught out in the open broadside on to enemy tanks who managed to get a shot off first but thankfully missed. My thanks go out to BW for an excellent quick scenario.











