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BATTLE REPORT (CBT002): 	“JERICHO ROAD”





REPORTING UNIT:		Aquid Bega’een (Jordanian Army)





Today will be a glorious day; the Zionists will feel the wrath of my fury. My Strike force had made good time. Already 3 tank troops were in sight of the first objective, the small hill overlooking the Divisions MSR. They had reported no enemy presence. But I knew my enemy was not to be underestimated; intelligence reports indicated a mixed force of Upgraded Sherman’s and Centurion mbts in the area. The Sherman’s did not present me with a great problem but the Centurions thick armour was a nagging worry, I would need good flank shots to ensure their destruction.





Turn 1 – 0902hrs





2 M47 troops, Bravo Troop and Charlie Troop were pushing steadily west using the main road from Jericho to Jerusalem they had a mechanised infantry platoon Foxtrot in support. I also had a M47 troop Echo Troop further North providing flank cover. 





Turn 2 - 0905hrs





Bravo Troop was pushing South into the woods on the hill 200mtres short off objective 1. Foxtrot platoon was now positioned North of the hill awaiting the all clear from Bravo troop.





I had ordered Charlie Troop to take up flanking ambush positions facing South West on the Eastern edge of the hill.





Echo Troop would now begin moving South West towards objective three.





Delta Troop (M47’s) had just arrived in the area and I ordered them to move up and support Bravo troop in reserve.























Turn 2 (continued)





In the distance I heard a loud retort and new that contact had been made, but who had fired, was it an ambush, or a chance meeting, I must have information. 





My radio crackled loudly with a sudden panicky report from Bravo 2, he had reached the edge of the small wood and was under fire from a single M51 on the hill summit. The Israeli had been surprised so his first round missed. I ordered the remainder of Bravo troop forward to destroy the hated enemy.





Bravo 0 and Bravo 1 pulled up on either side of Bravo 2 taking fire as they arrived, but the M51 seeing he was outnumbered popped smoke and obscured the hilltop. Naquib Hassan commander of Bravo troop was unsure what to do next it was his first time in battle and Aquid Bega’een was not an easy commander; he would not be pleased that the Israeli had escaped. He keyed his mike to send a sitrep, but screamed instead as a sudden rush of heat and noise overwhelmed him. Dazed and in a state of shock he looked around at the burning interior of his turret, the gunner was dead and his loader was already bailing out, he managed to open his hatch and crawl to the ground, seeing the onrushing shape of 4 Sherman’s charging out of the smoke, he could hear the return fire of his other call signs but then everything went black.





Whakil Kilifat commander of Bravo 1 saw his Troop leader brew up but had no time to wonder if anyone survived, the 4 Sherman’s were 100metres away and approaching fast his first round had missed but his second ripped the turret of what seemed to be a command tank. Bravo 2 had also scored a solid hit killing the lead Sherman. The Israeli attack faltered with the left hand M51 popping smoke as it retreated. The last enemy was not as lucky as Bravo 2’s next shot hit its suspension blowing of the rear idler and causing it to swerve sideways exposing its thin side armour to Bravo 1, whose gunners smiled gleefully as he pulled the trigger. The 90mm Armour piercing round easily penetrated the side armour of the Sherman igniting the ammunition carried in the hull and blowing the tank some 2ft in the air before it landed on its turret burning darkly. Whakil Kilifat smiled even after 20 years the Sherman stilled burned well.





Foxtrot platoon having heard the ongoing battle had dismounted and closed up around Bravo Troop, 2 squads began to dig a makeshift defensive position while the third squad captured objective 1 under cover of smoke. 





Charlie troop crawled further South West hunting for the enemies flank.





Aquid was starting to get sitreps from his forces on the hilltop he had lost one tank some of the crew had survived, but the remaining tanks had destroyed 3 Sherman’s and the infantry had captured the first objective, it seemed that Allah was smiling on him. But just in case he would move Delta troop up to form a reserve for the remaining Bravo tanks. Echo troop could continue on to Objective 3


 


Turn 3 – 0908hrs





Mulazim Shazli Troop leader of Charlie troop could hear the noise of battle raging on the hilltop, he stared hard at the smoke trying to judge the flow of the battle, when his gunner suddenly screamed “Tank Front”! Mulazim dropped into the turret looked through his sight at the slowly moving dark shape 450mtrs to his front. It was s Centurion, broadside moving North West, he could see the commander’s head as it scanned the hill were the battle was taking place. Mulazim smiled, the Zionist was about to get a nasty surprise, “Sabot Tank”! He screamed the fire order and his crew swung into action 5 seconds later the 90mm armour piercing projectile struck the Centurion’s Hull side destroying it. There was no time to rejoice however, a second Centurion had appeared and Charlie 0 engaged it as well. Another direct hit but no effect the centurion swung to meet the new threat and returned a panicky shot which went wide. Charlie 1 and 2 had moved up to cover their troop leader once they saw him engage the enemy and they too began to fire at the Israeli tank. 3 near misses forced the Centurion to pop smoke and withdraw.
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Turn 3 – (continued)





Charlie Troop moved further North West to try and cut off the Israeli’s escape route 





Having arrived in the general area Aquid Bega’een moved to the North of the hill and surveyed his troop dispositions, things seem to be going well, 3 Zionist Sherman’s and 1 Centurion destroyed for the loss of only 1 tank, perhaps these Israeli’s are not the devils they seemed to be in previous wars, maybe they have grown soft. Echo Troop supported by 1 infantry squad is 200 metres short of objective 3.





Turn 4 – 0913hrs





Charlie 2 is the first to see the Centurion as it moves across his field off view, His gunner fires and scores a direct hit on the turret side the crew cheers in celebration. But the cheers are short lived as the Centurion armour deflects the round easily. A return shot from the 105mm L7 gun turns the M47 into a smouldering wreck, none of the crew survived. Mulazim Shazi in a fit of rage orders his driver forward and charges towards the Centurion firing on the move. The Centurion engages but misses the suicidal Jordanian, The Israel fires again but the round is deflected still the M47 charges towards him. At 50 metres Charlie 0 fires another round, it penetrates the side armour of the Centurion putting it out of action the Israeli crew try to dismount but Mulazim is in no mood for prisoners.





Bravo 1 scans the smoke to his front, somewhere in there is another Sherman, he radios the infantry squad on objective 1 to recce forward and locate the enemy.





Foxtrot 2 receives the order and reluctantly moves forward into the smoke, some 50 metres later and he comes face to face with the Sherman, the outcome is not good, 4 of his section are killed in the first volley of flaming lead from the Israeli tank the remaining men are all injured and try to crawl back to the safety of the woods.





Bravo 1 scans the smoke awaiting the infantry recce report; it comes in the form of a large flash and the stattaco sound of machine guns. He has located the enemy tank it is broadside on and intent on killing the infantry. Together with Bravo 2 they move out of the cover of the woods and assault the enemy tank.


As they charge across the hill firing at the Sherman a large dark shape appears behind the M51, A Centurion, how did it get there, too late they are committed, the Centurion fires hitting Bravo 2 but not penetrating. Bravo 1’s next round kills the Sherman but leaves him exposed too the return fire from the Centurion. Once again Allah smiles on Bravo 1 as the Centurions round fly’s harmlessly by. Both Bravo 1 and 2 engage the Centurion but fail to penetrate the heavy frontal armour.





The Infantry commander in the woods grasps the situation and informs Delta Troop.  Delta 2 moves cautiously around the North western edge of the hill and positions himself to the rear of the enemy tank, his third round strikes home and the Centurion brews up.





Echo Troop secures objectives 3 leaving the Mech inf to guard it they proceed South West towards Objective 2.





The remaining units consolidate on the 2 captured objectives and send sitreps in to A0

















WINSPMBT SCENARIO


“JERICHO’s ROAD”





JORDAN





HIDDEN MG POSN





BRAVO 1











TURN 4 GAME ENDS





Decisive Victory:	Jordan (1898pt)	Israel (249pts)





				14 men KIA		30 men KIA





				2 Tanks destroyed	7 tanks destroyed








SYNOPSIS





Once again another enjoyable battle, although this time I had the advantage of knowing the enemy dispositions and size, from having previously played the scenario as Israeli’s. Still I was impressed that my losses were so light; especially after making two all but suicidal assaults against Centurions. I expected to receive a mauling from the Centurions but was lucky that I had achieved a good flanking shoot onto them early in the game. The Israeli’s helped me out by charging my static units on the hill enabling me to whittle down their armour and encircle the survivors. Of course Captain Shamar paid for his stupidity this time (











